
 

Public Schools 

of Plainfield 

New Jersey 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  
GRADUATE FROM KEAN UNIVERSITY’S 

PRE-COLLEGE PROGRAM: PROYECTO ADELANTE 
 
 

Plainfield, N.J. – Eight Plainfield High School seniors graduated from Proyecto Adelante, a pre-
college bound program offered at Kean University to rising college students.  A special 
ceremony was held in June to honor the students.  
 
Proyecto Adelante is designed to reduce the high dropout rates of Latino students, increase their 
academic skills, and encourage them to pursue higher education.  
 
The Plainfield High School students who graduated from the program are:  Miran Chumana, 
Felix Garcia, Javier-Espinal, Jeant Emil, Naidelyn Madrid, Emily Mejia, Daniela Quezada, 
and Jakcel Urbano.  The students attended Proyecto Adelante for four-weeks in the summer of 
2020 and Saturdays during the Fall of 2021 and Spring of 2022 semesters.  They are all attending 
Kean University in the Fall.  
 
Marie Maldonado, Supervisor of Plainfield Public School’s Bilingual Education, ESL and 
World Languages, who supervises Proyecto Adelante said, “Plainfield Public Schools celebrate 
the success of the 2022 graduates and congratulate their families. Programs like “Proyecto 
Adelante” prepare and support English Language Learners to fully participate in society and to 
pursue higher education.” 
 
Proyecto Adelante aims to incorporate key components to aid Hispanic students on their 
journey to higher education with an emphasis of parent and family involvement for students who 
may the first in their families to attend college. The curriculum for the program is created based 
on the needs of the students in key areas such as math, science, language arts, technology, and 
counseling.   
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Sonia I. Irrizarry, Acting Director of Proyecto Adelante said, “Higher education should be 
attainable and transformable for first-generation Hispanic students. Parent and family 
involvement is essential to the students’ success.” 
 
Superintendent Dr. Diana Mitchell said, “The District is very proud to partner with the Kean 
University Proyecto Adelante program; we are grateful to Kean university for providing 
opportunities for students to successfully navigate the college experience prior to enrolling into 
college full time.”     
 
Proyecto Adelante began serving students from the Perth Amboy School District, and it now has 
expanded its partnership to include students from Passaic, Perth Amboy, and Plainfield Public 
School Districts. This year 41 students participated in the project.   
  
The program has been ongoing since its beginning in 1988, and it was important to continue the 
program amid the challenges of the COVID pandemic as stated by Dr. Sancha K. Gray, Senior 
Vice-President of Entrepreneurial Education Initiatives (EEI) at Kean University. “First-
generation students have been severely impacted by the pandemic. We are proud to help support 
this outstanding group.”  
  
Proyecto Adelante provides students with limited English proficiency access to higher education 
through its program SUPERA. English as a Second Language (ESL) students, also known as 
English Language Learners (ELL), follow a structured study program designed to achieve 
integration into university life. Rosa Paulino, Acting Director of SUPERA said, “With the 
SUPERA program students take courses in Spanish during their first years of study. With 
SUPERA we continue to empower and believe in the ability of first-generation students.”  
  
Interested students in applying to next year’s program should contact, Ms. Marie Maldonado at 
mmaldonado@plainfield.K12.nj.us.   
  
For more information, call 908-731-4333 or email gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us. 


